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We want to look at the role of the Holy Spirit to bring management to our inner life. Effective life in the spirit is not arbitrary. It must be managed and it must be governed. Life requires management and the extent to which we manage our inner life is the extent to which we can please and bring honour to God in our daily operations. The faith to which we subscribe is not a religion. It is called the Way. Dr. Noel Woodroffe describes it as a highly evolved and incredibly complex lifestyle or form of existence. We have stepped into something that has been built and designed in Christ, received in Christ and we must own it. It is a superior form of existence that is received in Christ by His death and by us submitting our lives to God. That life must be sharpened and developed and reflexively expressed in our lives. It must go beyond something we rationalize and become our lives and our nature in its very essence. It must become something innate and a natural part of our existence.

Thus our lives today as saints must receive, and continue to receive, resources and power from the realms of eternity for us to fully live the life that God has designed for us in this realm. Beyond this mortal existence, we are subscribing to a life governed by eternity, a life governed by eternity’s resources and power. We must defer to the power of eternal life, consciously and critically. Eternal life is a quality of life that we receive at salvation that is not subject to time – it is not compromised by the confines of time but it is eternal in nature. The full expression of that life requires that we must consistently live by the Holy Spirit. This is important for us to be able to fulfil life here on earth. We want our entire being to be brought under the control and management of the Holy Spirit.

THE ISSUE OF RELIGION

Without the government of the spirit, our lives are relegated to mere religion. Religion is superficial lifestyle that masquerades as righteousness. Let us identify issues that we want to completely erase and drive out from our lives. There must be no room for religion. If we are saved but our lives are not mastered by the Holy Spirit then we are bound by religion. Religion is life that is governed by activity and not by understanding. It is a works-oriented paradigm that celebrates externals but ignores the development of internal life. It is a deficient spiritual arrangement that appeals to our emotions but is powerless in providing principles for the perfection of our conscience. It is driven by emotions but lacks the principles for our perfection. It has the semblance of righteousness and spirituality but it is empty and ineffective. We must abstain from this kind of life.

The Pharisees (Matt. 23:1-end) are a prime example of invalid, religious faith position. Pharisees say things but do not do them; the things they do are actually for men to see them but not out of internal conditioning and spirituality. Jesus describes the Pharisees as hypocrites because of the external showcasing of their ‘righteous acts’. They love the external but ignore the internal values and principles. Jesus is describing the basic religious mentality. We see how the religious spirit manifests – it shuts down the potential of the kingdom in our lives and by extension in others, thereby reducing us into spiritual impotence. At the heart of religion are external trappings and showcasing without any inner substance. The Pharisees – and the false positions that they represent – were referred to by Jesus as hypocrites. It's a word in Greek that means 'an actor', someone who wears a mask, a pretender, assuming a role that is not consistent with true state, a superficial state that has all the external attractiveness but is empty and vacuous in the inside. Jesus went a long way to describe them in their superficial nature. This is at the core of religion and we want to drive this out of our own lives. We don't want to lift our hands, say long prayers, do righteous deeds, etc. in vain – because things are not as they appear. The only thing that can flush this superficial form of existence is the Holy Spirit. Authentic life must be lived from the inside out and not from the outside. Quality existence is a consequence of internal strength and maturity and government in the Holy Spirit. Only the spirit of God can achieve this in our lives. The more the spirit of God blows upon our own spirit is the more we can bring all carnal and religious paradigms into increased powerlessness.
THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

In John 16:13, Jesus talks about the role of the Holy Spirit to bring us to a place of authenticity and truthfulness. He said the Holy Spirit will guide us into that which is truth, the ever unfolding dimension of truth. The Spirit of God will lead us away from superficiality and falsehood into the place of authenticity, truth and righteousness. He will also disclose to us what is to come. The spirit of God brings us to a place of understanding – it is therefore impossible for someone to live by the Holy Spirit and live carnally or in a religious form of life (religion is practice without understanding). The Holy Spirit will also disclose (make known to us) what is to come – bringing us to proactive existence, living by knowledge and understanding.

Once the Holy Spirit is no longer governing in our lives (Genesis 6:1-6) we see a radically different and unfortunate consequence. In the scripture man had stepped into a condition of isolation and separateness from the Holy Spirit. Man had collapsed, sliding further and further away from God's spirit insomuch that God decided that His spirit would no longer strive with man. Flesh was now enthroned in man – 'for he is flesh'. In verse 3 we see the word 'strive'; God was saying He would no longer assert government over man because man was now being controlled by flesh with its emotions and carnal principles. That word ‘strive’ is the Hebrew word diyn, used to describe the issue of ruling. It means to quarrel so as to correct, or the action of the wind in guiding the sails of a ship. This means then that God was saying He would no longer give direction or administer government in the life of man (He would no longer blow upon man's sails), leaving man to slide off from meaning and destiny and into oblivion. The Spirit of God is an ethical and governmental mechanism that brings some form of restraint and control to man; the spirit of God always leads us into truth. It is the Spirit of God that eradicates the darkness of the mind; it is the spirit of God that prompts and strengthens holy resolve, reasoning with human consciousness, restoring the heart and affection back to God. If God says He will no longer do these things (because we are ‘too much flesh’) then we are eternally stranded.

The more we give ourselves to immorality and sins by lowering our standards, the more we grieve the Holy Spirit and suppress the life of God inside of us. The more our flesh becomes a revolting force. In Genesis 6 the Holy Spirit became less and less the governor of the life of mankind. Man without the power of the spirit is reduced to a pitiful state of existence. In Romans 7 we see again the impact of life without the Holy Spirit. Read Romans 7:14. The law is spiritual, but man is flesh. If the law cannot find a system of commensurate value (of same frequency of the spiritual law) in our lives then it is of no effect in our lives. The law could not work because it was weakened through the flesh (Romans 8:3). A spiritual law at work in carnal man can only lead to death and disaster.

Spiritual law must find an accurate spiritual platform in our lives so that fruit can be produced to God. We have to paralyse the flesh so that the spirit of God can be expressed. Romans 8:1-17 starts by declaring that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit. Walking in the spirit is therefore essential. The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set us free from the law of sin and death. Government by the spirit therefore starts with a mentality – our minds must be set on the things of the spirit. The mind set on the flesh will ultimately be hostile towards God. Setting and hardwiring our minds to the principles of the spirit and preventing deviation is what the Spirit wants. We have to set our minds on the spirit by our total will and resolve so that the Spirit of God may govern our lives. There must be no compromise or lapsing into carnal fleshly behaviour.
Within these principles Paul is describing the will of the Holy Spirit in creating a sense of control, emphasizing role in setting our minds towards receiving governance and guidance by the Holy Spirit. This must be our resolution – it must be our appetite that is never satisfied except we are filled and continually guided by the Holy Spirit. We must be resolute – there can be no deviation or movement away from the standard clearly defined in the word of the Lord.
CHARACTERISTICS OF FLESH-FOCUSSED LIFESTYLE

Flesh-based lifestyle is rejecting and revolting the government of the spirit. It is more than yielding to the dictates of the flesh but rejecting the Holy Spirit. Let’s discuss seven issues that the flesh-based lifestyle produces:
1. It is triggered by a flesh-focused mindset. Paul said he who walks by the flesh has his focus limited to the flesh, minding the things of the flesh.
2. It is hostile towards God – hating the things of the spirit. It is rejecting the government of God and of the Spirit – it is an enmity with the things of the spirit.
3. It cannot subject itself to the laws of God (Romans 8:7). It will constantly rebel against and reject the principles and laws of God. It is when we face pressures and problems that we then tend to turn to God and seek His intervention.
4. It cannot please God (Romans 8:8). If you walk by the flesh then you will not please God. We want our internal dimensions to be in submission to the Spirit in order to bring out lifestyle that will bring satisfaction to the heart of God. We are not doing this to enjoy a better life but to please and satisfy God.
5. It will ultimately result in death (Romans 8:6, 13) – this is a gradual and constant state of withering, deterioration and decadence that ultimately leads to total death. This can happen even when our activities are still 'righteous' as gradually one moves away from the spirit of God, gradually losing a sense of conviction, gradually having our consciences seared, gradually losing the love for God and the things of God.
6. It limits our ability to grasp the wider dimensions of divine revelation (remember Jesus saying to Peter when he had an accurate revelation of His identity: “flesh and blood did not reveal this to you...” meaning if Peter had stayed within the confines of flesh and blood, he would never have come to that position of discernment and revelation). In walking in the flesh, we can therefore not have revelation or understanding of the things of the spirit.
7. It denies us access to the wider realms of the kingdom (I Corinthians 15:50): flesh and blood cannot enter into the kingdom of God. We can therefore only subscribe to eternal life through walking in the spirit.
CONCLUSION

To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Read Galatians 5:16-17, 25. Walk in the spirit and you will not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. If we live in the spirit, we must also walk in the spirit. It is therefore more than speaking with tongues or engaging in any spiritual act but it is a lifestyle that is so governed that the fruit is evidenced by this and not simply be stuck in performing those activities. Walking in the spirit describes a way of existence where we are competent and reflexively abiding in the way of God that it is difficult for us to be distracted. Traverse the course and path of the Holy Spirit daily so that you will not deviate. Look at the principles and may the principles be truly imbibed and reflexively expressed in your lives by the Holy Spirit. Amen!
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